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RECORD MARCH CHICK HATCH 


Commercial hatcheries in North 
Carolina produced a record high of 
8,677,000 chicks during March. This 
was about 27 percent more than the 
6,834,000 chicks hatched during Feb- 
ruary and about 20 percent above 
hatchings during March of last year. 

The large output of chicks during 
March was in response to the normally 
heavy seasonal demand for chicks 
for flock replacements as well as 
a fairly strong demand for broiler 
chicks by commercial broiler pro- 
ducers. 

North Carolina hatcheries pro- 
duced 19,826,000 chicks during the 
first three months of this year, an 
increase of 18.0 percent over hatch- 
ings during the first three months 
of 1951. 


GENERAL ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 


Wholesale prices have been easing, 
and general improvement in the sup- 
ply situation for many commodities is 
in the picture. Underlying economic 
conditions continue strong: 

The defense program is expanding. 
Available information for the first 
part of the first quarter of 1952 in- 
dicates that spending for National 
Security probably was up 3 to 4 bil- 
lion dollars from the annual rate of 
44 billion in the fourth quarter of 
1951. 

Business investment apparently also 
rose during the first quarter. 
New construction expenditures prob- 
ably averaged about 5 percent above 
the fourth quarter of last year. 


RECORD FARM WAGE RATES 
PAID BY NORTH CAROLINA FARMERS 


Average farm wage rates paid by 
North Carolina farmers were at the 
highest level of record on April 1, 
195.2) 

The average rate per day with house 
on April 1 was 6.6 percent higher than 
a year earlier and 17.4 percent higher 
tuane om Aprile | 1950: 
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The average rate per day without 
board or room of $4.85 on April 1 was 
7.8 percent higher than a year earlier 
and 18.3 percent higher than April 1, 
1950. 

The April 1 average rate per hour 
with house was 11.1 percent above April 
1, 1951 and 17.1 percent above April 1, 
1950. 

The April 1 rate of 59 cents per 
hour without board or room increased 
11.3 percent over a year earlier and 
was 20.4 percent higher than April 1, 
1950. 

Generally, the supply of farm labor, 
especially skilled and semi-skilled, 
is less than on April 1 of last year. 
The increase in the mechanization of 
farms has increased the demand for 
higher skilled labor which js required 
for the operation and maintenance of 
modern farm machinery. The high level 
of employment in industry and the 
drafting of farm boys into the Armed 
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Forces have been important factors in 
reducing the potential farm labor 
supply. These two factors have also 
influenced the level of wages paid to 


farm laborers. ; 
A comparison of farm rates paid 


on April 1 and a year earlier is given 
in the table below. 


DAILY AND HOURLY FARM WAGE RATES, N. C. 
AND SOUTH ATLANTIC STATES COMPARED 


AREA AND ApRic 1/APRIL 1 
CLASSIFICATION 1951 1952 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Per Day: witTH HOUSE 
WtTHOUT BOARD OR ROOM.. 
Per Hour: 

WitTH HOUSE, NO MEALS... 
WiTHOUT BOARD’ OR ROOM.. 


SOUTH ATLANTIC STATES 


Per Day: WtTH HOUSE 
WitTHOUT BOARD OR ROOM.. 
Per Hour: 

WITH HOUSE, NO MEALS... 
WITHOUT BOARD OR ROOM.. 


PERCENT CHANGE IN CATTLE 
AND CALVES ON FARMS, 
1949 TO 1952° 


U. S. INCREASE 
14.6% 


* NUMBERS JANUARY 1 
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N. C. PRICES RECEIVED INDEX UP 3 POINTS 


The "All Farm Products" index of prices received by 
North Carolina farmers at local markets increased one 
point during the month ended April 15, 1952. The current 
"All Farm Products" index of 296 compares with an index 
of 315 on April 15, 1951, an index of 229 on April 15, 
1950, and an index of 248 on April 15, 1949. 

The grains commodity index of 202 in mid-April is one 
point above the same index in mid-March. The increase 
of one cent per bushel in corn and wheat prices more than 
off-set the decrease of 10 cents per bushel in the price 
of rye, since rye has much less weight in computing the 
index. 

The cotton and cottonseed index at 310 in mid-April 
is three points higher than a month earlier. Cotton in- 
creased a half cent per pound while cottonseed dropped 
$1.00 per ton. 

The meat animals index decreased from 416 in mid- 
March to 414 in mid-April. Hogs, veal calves and lambs 
dropped in price while beef cattle prices increased 20 
cents per hundredweight and the price of sheep was un- 
changed at $13.50. 

The poultry index decreased 10 points during the month 
ended April 15. Chickens were about one and half cents 
less per pound and eggs were down almost two cents per 
dozen. 

The dairy products index dropped from 247 in mid-March 
to 244 in mid-April. Wholesale and retail milk and butter- 
fat prices were slightly lower than a month earlier. 

The miscellaneous commodity index increased 13 points 
as the result of higher prices for soybeans, cowpeas and 
apples. Potatoes at $2.30 per bushel and sweetpotatoes 
at $3.75 were the same as March 15. 

The ratio of prices received by North Carolina farmers 
to prices paid by U. S. farmers was unchanged during the 
month. The North Carolina prices received index increased 
three points while the U. S. prices paid index increased 
one point. 

The index of prices received by U. S. farmers increased 
two points during the month ended April 15. 


PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS APRIL 15, 
WITH COMPARISONS 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Aprit 15 


1952 


COMMOD | TY 


MARCH 15 
1952 


Peo tTON 
COTTONSEED... ceeo 
WOO erereretelerevereretenete 
HOGS... 
BEEF CATTLE. 
VEAL CALVES, 
SHEE Pirate caratetevare 
LAMBS. 
MTHEK> (COWS). eee exe sve 
CHITICKENS eres eieletslele 
EXCG/Sietorsteisiorataceterele 
MPR KS aWHIESE Serie iors 
REV@AS Ererstevecs 
BUliinititistetereeierctererers 
BUTERA aceieiererele 
HAY, ALL BALED.. 
BOMANTGIESS sole \cterelsiors 
SWEET POTATOES... 
APPLES COMMERCSAL 
LESPEDEZA SEED... 
ISQORUETAIN letamenaieltevatarete 
I GIB Evargtenelereterele levers 
Com, & TENN. 76. 
SERIE CEA, 


a/ Revised 
b/ Preliminary 
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NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES INDEX NUMBERS 
(N.C. PRICES RECEIVED 1909 14= 100 PERCENT) 


Apr,15 
1951 


iNA_iNDEX NUMBER 


ApR.15 
1952 


MAR.15 


COMMOD i TY 1952 


ALL FARM FRODUCTS.. 
COTTON & COTTONSEED 
GRATING cterctens 


315 
356 
197 
453 
233 
DA: RY PRODUCTS. A 241 
ING BINGO! revetetorsrevereratens 
M{SCELs ANEOUS...... 
RATIO OF PRICES 
RECEIVED TO PA!D-@ a 91 


229 
228 
175 
319 
187 
217 


241 


243 


UNi TED STATES iNDEX NUMBERS 
PRICES RECE\VED.... 
PRICES FAID 
INTEREST & TAXES... 
RATiG OF PRICES 
RECE? VED YO PAID... 


* Revised afRatio of N. C. 


290 309 241 


251 


prices received to J. S. prices paids 


U.S. PRICES RECEIVED AND PARITY INDEXES UP SLIGHTLY; 
PARITY RATIO UNCHANGED AT 100 


The Index of Prices Received by U. S. Farmers rose 2 
points (2/3 of one percent) to 290 percent of the 1910- 
14 average during the month ended April 15, 1952. Sharp 
increases in prices of several truck crops, notably cab- 
bage, tomatoes, and onions, together with higher prices 
for cotton, corn, potatoes, eggs, lambs, sheep, and beef 
cattle were primarily responsible. The effect of these 
increases was only partially offset by lower prices for 
dairy products, hogs, veal calves, chickens, small grains, 
and a number of other commodities. 

During the same period, the Index of Prices Paid by 
U. S. Farmers, Including Interest, Taxes, and Farm Wage 
Rates advanced one point (1/3 of one percent) to a new 
high of 289. The increase resulted primarily from a 12 
point (2 percent) rise in the Index of Farm Wage Rates, 
In the commodity price portion of the Parity Index, higher 
average prices for food, household furnishings, seed, and 
feeder livestock were only partially offset by slightly 
lower prices for clothing, petroleum products, and other 
farm supplies. 

As a result of only slight increases in both the Index 
of Prices Received by U. S. Farmers and in the Index of 
Prices Paid by U. S. Farmers, Including Interest, Taxes, 
and Farm Wage Rates, the Parity Ratio remained at 100. 


S. PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS 
AND PARITY PRICES 
PARITY OR 


COMP ARABLE 
PRICES 

APR.15 |Mar.15{APR.15 

1952 


APR.15/ MarR.15 . 4 
1952 1952 


343 107 


COMPARISON OF U. 


AVERAGE PRICES 
AS PERCENTAGE 
OF _ PARITY 


COMMOD | TY PRICES RECEIVED 


BY FARMERS 


COTTON. 
WHEAT, 
CORN , 
Oats, 


WHEGGaas 
Woncanne 
BU. cccccce 
EWS Gowan 
BARLEY BU se clce.6 
nae. HWSE Ata sa0 
BEEF CATTLE, CWT, 
HOIGSHcWilerstetersrersie 
EAMES ce GWilicisicceisre 
CHICKENS, 
EGGs 
MILK, 


(KEG.oa6 
DOiZcrelatelotole 2 
WHEL SE. CWT. a : .86 


1507c/ 77d 
/ 9 


a. Preliminary 

b. eee, Pipaets 

c. Lransittonal parity, 85 percent (90 percent during 1951 
ene % pace comput ted qin eee in use ie to ! 

ae Percentage of seasonally adjusted prices to parity prices. 


FEED PRICES PAID BY FARMERS APRIL 15, 1952 WITH COMPARISONS 


NORTH CAROLINA 


UNITED STATES 


FEED PER 
HUNDREDWEI GHT 


APR. 
1952 


15 Apr. 15 


1952 


MAR, 
1952 


15 


° DOLLARS ° 


MIXED DAIRY FEED 
UNDER 29% PROTEIN 


acer 


18% PROTEIN 
20% PROTEIN 
29%] OVER se wists. 
HIGH PROTEIN FEEDS 
Li NSEED MEAL 


ay 


MSUDIDIEMN'GS oe ace «6 
CORN MEAL a cree ore 


POULTRY FEED 
PAYAINGSMASH ce creer. 
SCRATCH GRAIN.... 


Condition of early potatoes in the 10 Southern States 
and California is about 82 percent of normal. 


FEED PRICES INCREASE 


Prices paid by North Carolina farmers for most high 
protein and grain by-products feeds advanced in price 
during the month ended April 15. Mixed dairy feeds having 
from 16 to 20 percent protein increased five cents per 
hundredweight. Soybean and cottonseed meal increased 
10 cents per hundredweight. 

Laying mash increased 10 cents per hundred pounds while 
scratch grains increased five cents. 

Feed prices generally are higher than on April 15 last 
year. Mixed dairy feed containing 16 percent protein 
averaged $3.95 last year compared with $4.25 on April 15 
of this year. Soybean meal averaged $4.55 on April 15, 
1951 compared with $5.20 on April 15, 1952. Laying mash 
averaged $5.10 on April 15 of last year compared with 
$5.50 on April 15 this year. 


APRIL 1 CORN STOCKS DOWN 12 PERCENT 


Stocks of corn in all positions ( both on-farm and off- 
farm) in North Carolina on April 1 totalled 29,070,000 
bushels. This is 12 percent less than the 33, 067,000 
bushels stored in the state a year earlier and the smallest 
April 1 corn stocks since 1947. Wheat stocks totalled 
1,925,000 bushels - - up 54 percent from April i, 1951. 
The 2,582,000 bushels of oats stored in all positions is 
the largest April 1 carry-over of record for the state, 
exceeding stocks on hand a year earlier by almost 9 percent 


APRIL 1 GRAIN STOCKS 


NORTH CAROLINA 
ON = FARM OFF-FARM 1/ TOTAL STOCKS 


°- THOUS. 


BUSHELS - 
1,637 33,067 
1,246 
ese. 
124 

28 
1,989 


GOIRNimrerie cle 
WHIEA Tie cteve.e 
(Oy Sco 
BARI EN cere 6 
RY E'sise cee 
SOYBEANS... 


31,407 27,433 

587 659 873 

2,103 269 299 
116 8 Se 

26 2 1 
1,045 944 : 


1,660 


29,070 41,323, 306 


UNITED STATES 


ON: FARM OFF>FARM t/ TOTAL STOCKS 


BUSHELS + 


458,793 
319,369 
44,538 
53,829 
7e2o3 
70,022 


Se inOUS. 


526,910 
498,513 
45,320 
74,210 
8,798 
94,905 


1,850,216 
715,624 
589,667 
163,478 

12,697 
142,990 


1,067.7 
217,111 201.5 
544,347 

89,268 1 
3,899 
48 ,085 


516.6 
78, 
3,4 


79 
00 
03 
31 
12 
59,603 


l/ Includes, in addition to stocks in Interior Mills, Elevators and Warehouses and Merchant Mills, commercial stocks 
reported by Grain Branch, PMA, at terminals and stocks in Interior Mills, Elevators and Warehouses estimated by 


the Crop Reporting Board. 


* 


Unallocated - - to avoid disclosing individual operations. 


FOOD PRICES PAID BY FARMERS ON MARCH 15 LOWER THAN YEAR EARLIER 


Prices paid by North Carolina farmers for most items 
of food were less on March 15, 1952 than on March 15, 1951. 
Bacon, lard and oranges decreased in price more than 
other items listed in the table telow. Sugar, rice, cheese 
bananas and apples were other foods which decreased slight- 


coffee and tea 
1951 and March 


ly in price. Flour, bread, round steak, 
averaged the same price on both March 15, 
15, 1952. 

Food prices paid by U.S. farmers during the above period 
followed about the same trend as did North Carolina prices. 


AVERAGE PRICES PAID BY NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES FARMERS FOR SPECIFIED FOOD ITEMS WITH COMPARISONS, 1951-1952 


WHITE 
CORN MEAL 


CHEESE, AMERICAN 
CoFFEE.. 


NORTH CAROLINA UNITED STATES 


MARCH 15 


“0 


Ny 
> 


5.0 
320 
6.6 
6.3 
5.4 
8.8 
2.0 
8.0 
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1 
1 
6 
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PRELIMINARY 1952 COUNTY FARM CENSUS SUMMARIES 


Farm Census Items i i i Onslow Jackson 


Farm Land 3 acres and over 186, 381 114,824 
Harvested crop land 
Idle crop land 
Improved pastures 
All other pasture land 
All other land 
Corn harvested 
Cotton harvested 
Tobacco harvested 
Peanuts grown alone 
Wheat harvested 
Oats harvested 
All other small grains harv. 
Soybeans (alone for beans) 
" (grown with other crops) 
Lespedeza for seed 
Hays - Harvested (see below) 
Soybeans - cowpeas 
Small grains 
Lespedeza 
Alfalfa 
All other hays 
Irish potatoes 
Sweet potatoes 
Other vegetables (sale) 
Commercial fertilizers 1951 
Sows & gilts (Dec. to June) 1/ 
Cows & heifers 2 yrs. + 
Kept mainly for milk 
Kept mainly for beef 
Hens and pullets 
Tractors - usable on farms 
All people on farms 2/ 14, 056 9,844 


2 2 3a;/32 3 24 2 3 2 =a sz a 2 3 


1/ Parrowing (during half-year) Dec. 1, 1951 te June 1, 1952, instead of sows on hand. 
2/ People living en the tracts of three or more acres of land January, 1952. 


